2      THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

made for the Levant as fast as he could. The wily French
general managed to escape the vigilance of the English by
sailing close to the coast of Africa, by taking care not to sail
by day, and by using a dozen other stratagems. But the English
had realised that they were competing in a race for the East,
and Nelson succeeded in reaching Alexandria first.

He inquired from the Governor about the French, and find-
ing no trace of them there, set sail northwards, in the hope of
finding them at Alexandretta. Three days later, on i July
1798, Bonaparte landed at Marabout to the west of Alexan-
dria, where for the first time he heard the news of Nelson's
search for him. He therefore lost no time in disembarking his
forces, leaving his ships in a rather exposed position in the
Bay of Abu Kir.

Napoleon's first concern was to do away with Egypt's ob-
noxious masters, the Mameluke Beys with Murad and Ibra-
him at their head. He found little difficulty in occupying
Alexandria after a resistance which lasted only five days. It cost
the French forty men, whose bodies Napoleon had buried at
the foot of Pompey's Pillar, and ordered their names to be
inscribed on it to commemorate the entry of the French into
Alexandria.

On July 9 he set out for Cairo inarching along the western
branch of the Nile through Damanhur,gRahmaniya, Shubra-
khit and Embaba.

The journey of Bonaparte's men through the scorched earth
in the barren month of July entailed unheard-of hardships.
The men who expected to see cities and palaces that would
rival what they had seen in Lombardy saw only deserted
villages and squalid mud huts. Alexandria itself was not much
better than a poor village with 7,000 inhabitants. Instead of
the riches and plenty they were promised, Napoleon's men
had to march for a fortnight without even the necessary bread
to eat.

To add to their discomfiture they were continually harassed
by the warring Arabs, who attacked them intermittently from
the borders of the desert, It was for this reason that the military
genius of Bonaparte deviSed the famous square formations to
enable him to .counterattack any sudden advance against his
forces from any direction. In case of actual combat the enemy